December 11, 2009

Your State League in Action!

Letter to the Editor (The Cape Gazette)
League of Women Voters Applauds Progress on Climate Change Action
 
As 192 nations convene in Copenhagen, the delegation from the League of Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS) is present as an official non-government organization, to work for success in achieving a broad international agreement with commitments to reducing emissions as well as implementation and oversight strategies to reduce the ever growing threats from global climate change.
 
 Within the past few weeks, the three largest emitters of greenhouse gases - the United States, China and India – have, for the first time, each put forward meaningful targets for emission reductions in their own countries, setting the stage for success. 
 
 “President Obama’s participation in the COP15 meetings is a clear signal of the seriousness of global climate change, both domestically and internationally, and we applaud his commitment,” stated the LWVUS President Mary Wilson.
 
The League of Women Voters of Delaware believes that global climate change is one of the most serious threats to the environment, health, economy and security of our nation and world. League members throughout the country call on the United States and world political leaders to cap emissions at 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. We also join many other civic and social organizations in urging providing critical adaptation and associated assistance to countries most in need.

Delaware itself is especially vulnerable to sea level rise, as it has the lowest average elevation of any state in the country.  If Greenland and the West Antarctic Ice Sheet melt, sea level would rise by 15 meters; if Greenland and all of Antarctica melt, sea level would rise by 80 meters.  (http://co2.cms.udel.edu/SeaLevel_DE.htm) An increase of 5°C (9°F) in global average temperature above what it is now – quite possible this century if we continue business-as-usual – could commit us to full melting, in time, of all the polar ice.  This is the time for U.S. leadership and global action.
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