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BACKGROUND


The Delaware Climate Change Action Plan, published by the UD Center for Energy and Environmental Policy in 2001, describes a detailed and ambitious plan in Chapter 8, Public Education and Outreach.  The Introduction to the chapter says, “Implementation of the Delaware Climate Change Action Plan (DCCAP) will require the participation, collaboration and cooperation of a broad spectrum of agencies, organizations and officials.  In fact, it will require the participation of Delawareans in general.  In order to be effective and to be sustained over time, such participation will have to be cultivated.   A well-conceived public education and outreach program will be critical to efforts to implement the Climate Change Action Plan.”
  The program included a directory of information sources, production of materials, a website, education for specialized audiences (including policy makers, developers, industry, community organizations and the media), Delaware’s K-12 schools, and education via the mass media.


In the Delaware State Science Standards, Standard 3 "Energy and Its Effects," is organized as a matrix by "Strand" (large topic) that includes "essential questions" and "enduring understandings" as well as concepts and achievement objectives by grade levels K-12.
  [A copy of Page 8 germane to LWVDE's Energy Study is appended.]   Particularly relevant in the standards are objectives for Grades 7, 9, and 11 that deal with alternative energy sources, with nuclear energy in Grade 11.  There needs to be an opportunity for inserting into both science and social studies curricula Delaware's investigation and development of wind energy and distributed energy (solar and other), and to consider including the roles of the SEU, the RPS and RGGI.  Climate change is touched on in Standard 5, “Earth’s Dynamic Systems,” in Grades 6-8.


In talking with Charlie Smisson we learned that little has been done in public education and outreach since 2001.  The Energy Office has a few publications that people can come in and read.  DNREC has put up a Climate Change web site, relying heavily on the 2007 IPCC reports, but does have links to a number of other sources of information, including EPA, NASA, NOAA and DOE, along with several others.
  There is no effort to evaluate the suitability of the sources for children or the general public.


DNREC was a co-sponsor with the DE Chapter of the American Institute of Architects of a symposium in December 2007, titled, Sustainable Solutions to Climate Change in Delaware.


Andrea Kreiner’s March 2008 outline, Another Look at Delaware’s Energy Future, mentions in the Attachment, under Examples of Potential Assignment of Issues to Work Groups, “Energy Education: Educating students, residents and businesses about energy issues and response options” for the Reducing Delaware’s Energy Usage Work Group.


The Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) does not mention public education and outreach in its Mission statement of September 2006.
  I was also unable to find any mention of public education and outreach in the SEU Final Report of March 2007.
  On August 1, 2008 the Energy Office issued an RFP for an SEU Contract Administrator who would have responsibility for, among other things, public education and outreach, though what that would consist of was not defined.


It is clear that there is little understanding of energy and climate change issues on the part of most of the public or state legislators, and that efforts to inform them have been spotty, at best.  People see prices of utilities and gasoline going up (and down), and hear about the threat of climate change in the media, but generally have little, if any, idea of what is going on or what they can do about it.  The task of informing the public is made more difficult by the efforts of climate skeptics, often funded by companies with a financial interest in maintaining the business-as-usual burning of fossil fuels.


The LWVUS has a Climate Change Task Force (CCTF), which has been writing position papers on a number of energy and climate issues, and posting them on the web,
 will soon undertake the preparation of a Tool Kit with information on energy and climate change aimed at education and outreach.

RECOMMENDATIONS


The LWV DE should:

· Support a strong public education and outreach plan, along the lines described in the 2001 Delaware Climate Change Action Plan, including the identification and dissemination of the best currently available materials;

· Carefully monitor the SEU, its Board, and its Contract Administrator to see that the public education and outreach plan is sound;

· Push for a strong recommendation for public education--including \Grades K-12--and outreach in the report of the Governor’s Energy Advisory Council;

· Help disseminate the products of the LWVUS CCTF, including the Tool Kit being developed, as part of educating League members and others;

· Cosponsor public symposia like the one at the Goodstay Center on renewable energy technologies;

· Seek to advise the new Governor, the General Assembly and Delaware’s Congressional delegation on the latest climate change science and the positions taken by the League;  

· Push public officials to go beyond discussions and reports, to take responsibility, and to act.
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